






The Ply Gem vinyl siding brands – Mastic® Home Exteriors, 
Variform®, NAPCO®, Cellwood®, Georgia-Pacific, and 
Durabuilt® – combine the best of both worlds – product 
performance and environmental performance. Ply Gem’s vinyl 
siding brands offer products that meet – and in most cases 
exceed – the requirements for weatherability, windload, impact 
resistance and color retention set forth by the Vinyl Siding 
Institute’s Vinyl Siding Product Certification Program.

Environmentally, our siding products rate high by current green 
building guidelines given their durability, ease of installation, 
lighter weight, recyclability and absence of field finish 
requirements. Our siding products and accessories can figure 
into sustainable building practices that can help you earn points 
under LEED NC, LEED for Homes, NAHB, and in other national 
and local certification programs. 

In fact, all of our siding brands offer vinyl, injection molded and 
aluminum  products that have been Green Approved to earn 
points under NAHB National Green Building Certification.  
For more information on our green  approved products, visit  
www.GreenApprovedProducts.com, or www.plygem.com. 

From how our siding is manufactured to how it performs – the 
vinyl siding brands of Ply Gem are smart, sustainable solutions.

•	 Boosts R-Value – Our insulated siding products can add up to 
an additional R4 of insulation to an exterior wall system, which 
increases the overall wall system R-value by up to 25%. 

•	 Manufacturing vinyl siding requires fewer limited resources 
than other exterior cladding options. Salt and natural gas are 
the primary raw materials used in the manufacturing process, 
and both are available and abundant.  

•	 Zero-waste manufacturing reclaims all post-production scrap 
material – either into siding or into alternate uses like pipe. 

•	 Ply Gem vinyl siding products do not contain silica dust – 
	 a material found in some fiber cement products that may 

potentially cause adverse health effects such as silicosis.

•	 For more details about how vinyl siding can contribute 
	 to sustainability and green building practices, visit 
	 www.vinylsiding.org/greenpaper.
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W IN  D O W S Ply Gem window brands – Ply Gem Windows, Great Lakes® 
Window, and  Ply Gem Canada – create many windows 
that have earned the ENERGY STAR® label. These windows 
are designed to be significantly more energy efficient than 
standard windows. 

•	 Our windows insulate better because they feature high 
performance spacer systems and advanced window  
frame designs.

•	 Special Low-E glass coatings help windows reflect infrared 
light, keeping homes comfortable in extreme heat and cold.

•	 Our products can use multiple Low-E coatings, specifically 
tailored to the needs of different climate zones.

•	 Our multiple pane options offer greater energy efficiency, 
increased impact resistance and better sound insulation.

•	 Gas fills such as Argon and Krypton provide better 	
insulation than regular air.

•	 The creative use of materials and pre-finished wood 
	 parts results in reduced on-site finishing and less 
	 on-going maintenance.

•	 Select Ply Gem products sold in Canada are registered for 
use in the Canadian Built Green program. For details visit 
www.builtgreencanada.ca.
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Ply Gem Stone offers a complete line of manufactured 
stone products, which can contribute to a sustainable and 
healthy home.

•	 Our unique quality control process results in more usable 
stones and less production and jobsite waste. Ply Gem 
Stone has a waste factor of 2%, compared to a 10% 
average with natural stone.

•	 Ply Gem Stone can be installed over existing cladding 
materials, resulting in less site waste on remodeling jobs.

•	 Ply Gem Stone stone veneer is lighter weight than 
brick and stone, so it requires less energy to transport. 
And because of its thinner profile and lighter weight, 
more squares can be shipped per truckload reducing 
transportation impact significantly.

•	 The color of Ply Gem stone is incorporated into the 
product at manufacture and uses inorganic mineral iron 
oxides, which ensure superior color durability. Ply Gem 
Stone never needs painting or staining, reducing the 
organic compounds released into the environment.

•	 Provides a smart solution for both outdoor and 
	 indoor applications. With zero off-gassing and its 
	 non-combustible nature, it contributes to a healthy 
	 – and safe home.

S T O NE  
VENEER    

14



Kroy by Ply Gem is a leader in the production of PVC fence 
and rail and composite rail products. These products are 
virtually maintenance free and are smart, sustainable choices.

•	 Kroy’s PVC fence lasts a lifetime and is composed 
primarily of salt and natural gas, both abundant resources.

•	 Limited waste in manufacturing and installation with 
virtually 100% of plant-produced scrap being reclaimed in 
the production process.

•	 Unlike wood fence products, Kroy fence and rail never 
needs painting or staining. This reduces exposure to 
airborne volatile organic compounds and contributes to a 
lower life cycle cost.

And, Kroy products look good season after season,  
ensuring not just a smart environmental choice, but a smart 
aesthetic choice as well. After all, good fences truly do make 
good neighbors.

F e n c e 
a n d  R a i l
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m e ta l
a cc  e sso   r i e s

Ply Gem aluminum accessories – available as Mastic® 
Home Exteriors, Variform®, NAPCO®, Cellwood®, and 
Leaf Relief® – offer numerous environmental performance 
benefits including:

•	 Our products require fewer limited resources – the 
aluminum alloy used is made from approximately 90% 
recycled and reclaimed aluminum.

•	 Recyclability – All Ply Gem aluminum accessories are 
easily recycled at the end of their useful life.

•	 Limited waste in manufacturing – our coating process 
efficiently applies surface finishes at approximately one-
third the thickness of field-finished alternatives.

•	 Our water-based acrylic coating system delivers 
significantly longer durability and has a significantly lower 
solvent content than alternative coating systems.
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Selected products from all 
category offerings contribute 
to the ability to earn LEED and 
NAHB Green Building points. 
Consult the Ply Gem Enviro 
Resource Guide available at 
www.plygem.com. 
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www.plygem.com

5020 Weston Parkway, Suite 400 
Cary, North Carolina 27513 
1-888-9-PLYGEM

Printed with 
environmentally 
sensitive vegetable 
based inks.

THIS BROCHURE IS REUSABLE. FEEL FREE TO 
PASS THIS HARD COPY ON TO OTHERS.
 
In order to reduce our impact, a limited number 
of these brochures have been printed. To access 
additional copies, please visit plygem.com for a 
downloadable PDF.
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